VETERINARY

IS YOUR

J TALLION

READY FOR THE BREEDING SEASON?
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s your stallion ready for the upcoming breeding
season? While a lot of attention has been focused on
mares and foaling since January, with the beginning of |
the breeding season, there is much to be done with stallions

Ideally you have done many of these duties |
Cinformation will be used to determine how many marves
- could be bred from a single efaculate. By collecting the

as well.
already. If not, its time to get started!

How is the quality of your stallion s semen? Have you done
- whether the stallion ejaculated completely and to compare
 the efaculates. If a stallion ejaculated completely on the

a breeding soundness evaluwation?

All stallions should have a breeding soundness examination

previous  season, biology s dynamic and constanily |
iocells. Therefore, if the morphology and motility is net the

changing, Many factors can affect sperm guality and i von

dont have your stallion evaluated, you might not know |
Coeallection, it is a pretty good bet that the stallions sperm

something s wrong until mares start coming up empty

halfway through the breeding season, By that time it is
O oremains the same or goes down on the second collection, it
- indicates that further work should be done to establish the
true guality af the stallion 5 reproductive status.

rather late to be trying to figure out what is going on.

Ideally, the stallion should have semen collected twice, one
hour apart and the semen evaluated by a trained
reproductive specialist, The sperm should be evaluated for
their structure {morphology) their mation (motility) and the
concentration  of  sperm  cells in  the sample. This

stallion twice, one howr apart, it is wseful to determine

first collection, the second collection  should  have
prior to the beginning of the breeding season. It is = approximately half of the concentration as the first
important to know what the guality of vowr “product™ is
hefore vou begin to use it! Even if vour stallion got all of
his mares or the majority of his mares pregnant in the

ejaculate. Furthermorve, as stallions store sperm in the
epididvmis (a long, coiled twbe within the testicle), the first
efaculation may only be stoved sperm cells, which may not
be as normal in structure and motility as non-stored sperm

best on the first collection, but has improved on the second

guality will improve on repeated collections. I the quality
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To really dnow w “rmy 1%, M

hat the |.'|'r..|'.'l.'|". i .'J..'1 viallion s Lt el

chowld e collected datly for at least seven o ten davs, 1o

et to Bis daily sperm autput (DSO), Wihat veu collect at

this paint is what the stall fcing o o daily hasis

el daes not inelude (Y Siceed Spnerm

In addition 1o the semen evaluation, the stallion's semen

Fed (e i .'.l.":'n'.l'u,'..l' Terr .":;.'-: teriet i e

rens, His wrethr

and prepuce showld be culiwred as well.  There are man)

dizeases that are sexuwally transmitted between staflions and

HIGres | vice-versa and vew want te know the status of

7 ls y Y 3 ‘ y + _
Vet SEaiirenl ftfore e reedine sedson STdris, This s 4

commen sense safecuard for botly vowr stalfion and the

mares he s breeding.  Furthermore, §f von plan 1o ship

semen  on vour staflli ar freeze semen, the use of

el afics in the extender does not protect awainst off

iliseases

Ceenreral Health

Fhe stallion s veneral health showld he evaluated and he
I

shonld be up to date on all vacoinations and dewarming

well in wevance af the breeding season. Some stallions can

fidve gdyverse regofions o vaooines or demormers and voli

don T owant fo oo oan

g fo e s hat conld affect

hix sperm guality duving e hre roxeason. I you

vaccinate vour stallion against Egquine Viral Arteritis

{(EVA) i order fo export semen, (i crifical (o doctimen

the vaccination, as his Maood will test ifive for B VA once

he is vaceinated (he will nor Gyfecr maves) and Jf the

Vil raian 1xn T efen .'.'.III-_'.I.I.'n'-:.|I e NERTEr wiill T reree i o

It

vhonld

stallion tends o fret in the b EINE NCdason he

fal wong Inlo the ."'."||.-|"|.'!|'-_' YA

] I i 5
.II.II-'-'!'.L'ln.'; Veapt cleddt TRl o iy o overwernsil shaiino firrt
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fhe hreeding season, as it puis more stresy on lhis leart

|'I'-'|."2!.'-'|'|.'-' CXCrCLES Keops e sfaliton in

icidl effect

and on his joints

{ hax having a ben

peak performance gy w

! Wier

]
EH S It AT I TR Rid & stadinons (8 an excellent

te keep them in condition, and the act of riding a stallion
iy afso g subile submissive relationship  between  the

stallion and the heman, which can be importamt with

stallions that are very dominant
Ae careful of what supplements vou feed vaur stallion
There are many out there that purport to [nerease sperm
the advertising mayv sound

gualitv and motilite.  While
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wonderful, vow may actwally cause some harm by feeding

Wast peaple over-feed supplements

Come Sy -"-'.'Il. TCREs

withowt understanding  the fmieractions fal can oconr

8 Fis ]
PEPWEen 'rl.'!.'.'.'ln"n'l' P TS

Wentallv, stallions are herd amimals and showld be able to

g them in stalls or isolating them

vee ather horses, ."U"I',l".

mentalh

neE o Sh

from nther horses is dantagi tilians

However, some stallions do not do well in close proximity

o other smafffons. I face, rexearch has shown  thar

stallions that are kepe in stallion-only barns, a commen

practice on Thoroughbred farms,  actually reduces the



fertility of all bur the dominant stalfion,  Alve, stalfions

are iighly dominane by natwre, and can hecome worse in

the  breeding  season  with  other staflions in cloxe

proximity, Therefore having the stallion where he can see
mares, foals ||'l'|'-:|"_::L'|'I||'I|'l'|'_L:\ Is Ir'"a'.'_l'-:'l'n'lr'l'1
Reuetine fx important o all creatures—horses and humans
hath. Keeping the stallion to a routine will keep his mind
easy g he will know what o expect. Try fo do the
|I|l|ll|l|l|ll-' P Irll'll r' + i i P If_ ' ir ll' _II"
hreeding ar rowghly the same timers). Make it clear to th
stallion when breeding behavior is acceprable and when it

iy not. But be fair It is not faiv tooask a stallion to go o o

show and be punished for looking ar mares and then he
/

asked to hreed a mare when he gets home from the show
Tdeally vou showld have different fack for breeding so that
the stallion understands that when the breeding tack goes

on, Ity fime to brecd but any other rack iy for work, nor

hreeding
Taking the time to have yvour stallion prepaved for the

breeding seavon in advance will save time amd treuble for

hath vou and vour srallion
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